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CAROL 
BENNETT-SPEIGHT
For Carol Bennett-Speight, RIC’s new dean of the School of So-cial Work, “social justice was 
always a part of my upbringing, 
my spirit, my soul.”
She will now stoke her passion 
for helping others as the school’s 
second leader, succeeding George 
Metrey, who retired seven months 
ago after heading the school for 25 
years.
Sitting in her office adjoining the 
sun-washed atrium in the newly 
renovated building that now hous-
Carol Bennett-Speight named dean of 
School of Social Work
es the school, 
she recalled 
that her politi-
cal and social 
activism began 
at the William 
Penn High 
School for 
Girls in Phila-
delphia, the 
city in which 
she was born 
and raised. She 
was there when 
big Afros and 
colorful dashikis were in fashion, 
and actively protested against 
the Vietnam War and on behalf of 
political prisoners such as Angela 
Davis. 
But it was when she went to col-
lege – first at Pennsylvania State 
University, later at Rutgers and the 
University of Pennsylvania – that 
Bennett-Speight discovered that 
her natural impulse to fight for 
justice could be channeled into a 
profession: social work.
Now, after an accomplished 
career as a social worker, educa-
tor and administrator, she comes 
to RIC “honored and humbled” to 
be its first African American dean. 
“It won’t be easy when you’re the 
first – there will be challenges,” 
she said. But, she added, “I’m just 
ecstatic about it.” 
Continued on page 12
Poverty Institute 
receives $135K 
from RI Foundation
The Poverty Institute at RIC received 
the Rhode Island Foundation’s largest 
grant in the “economic empowerment” 
category, announced Foundation 
president and CEO Ronald V. Gallo on 
Jan. 10. 
“Though its supporters still mourn 
the recent passing of founder Nancy 
Gewirtz, the Institute will continue to 
chair the Welfare Implementation Task 
Force, focus on a high-quality adult 
education system, and otherwise serve 
as a clearinghouse of information for 
policymakers, media, advocates, and 
the public, with a $135,000 Founda-
tion grant,” said Gallo. 
“The Foundation’s generous invest-
ment will help The Poverty Institute 
expand its research and advocacy 
efforts on behalf of low- and moder-
ate-income Rhode Islanders,” said Kate 
Brewster, executive director of the In-
stitute. “It will help sustain our current 
initiatives, including the facilitation of 
the One Rhode Island Coalition and 
our participation in the national State 
Fiscal Analysis Initiative. In addition, 
these funds are essential to our efforts 
to build organizational capacity during 
the upcoming year,” she said. 
This year, the Rhode Island Founda-
tion awarded $3.44 million in grants to 
87 ventures and organizations, target-
ing the areas of affordable housing, ad-
vocating for children and families, and 
maximizing economic opportunities. 
Grants also went to providing access 
to quality healthcare, education reform 
and natural resource protection. The 
Foundation’s largest grant – $225,000 
– went to LISC (Local Initiatives Sup-
port Corp.). 
“These are more than grants,” said 
Gallo. “They are investments in Rhode 
Island’s future.”
FRIENDLY WORLD: The two first grades at Henry Barnard School held their 
annual International Day Feb. 4, with costumes, food and fun from around the 
world. Two of the participants were Grace Heald (left) representing China, and 
Maylissa Rodrigues, representing Puerto Rico.
Spanning the globe…
She is RIC’s first African American dean and successor to George Metrey, who retired 
last July after leading the school since its inception in 1979.
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Faculty and staff are encouraged to submit items about their profes-
sional endeavors to What’s News, Office of News and Public Relations, 
Kauffman Center, or email them to cpage@ric.edu.
Focus on Faculty and Staff
Looking Back
BEN LOMBARDO
Here at What’s News we will feature historical photos from the Col-
lege’s past. Please go to your scrapbooks and send us photos with as 
much information as possible. All photos will be handled carefully and 
returned to sender. Send to: Rhode Island College, Office of News and 
Public Relations, Kauffman Center, Providence, RI 02908.
The World at RIC
CHRIS ABERNATHY
This regular feature of What’s News 
looks at the links between the world 
and Rhode Island College. The story 
below was written by Peter Moore, 
professor of economics.
We arrive on the Almaty, Kazakh-
stan airport tarmac at nearly mid-
night. The “Follow Me” car directs 
our Lufthansa jetliner that we boarded 
in Frankfurt six hours and five time 
zones earlier close enough to the ter-
minal that we can walk to the build-
ing. No jetways here.
I corral the rest of my team, faculty 
members from Ohio, Minnesota, and 
California, and our program coordi-
nator from New York City. When the 
Soviet Union collapsed, my profes-
sional organization, the National 
Council on Economic Education, was 
asked to provide teacher training in 
private market economics. So we are 
here to conduct another weeklong 
economic education seminar in the 
series of four for this year’s group of 
about 50 university and high school 
faculty that will become trainers of 
elementary and secondary teachers in 
their countries. 
We trudge off through the gloom 
toward the terminal. We want to 
queue up at the passport control as 
close to the front of the line as pos-
sible, otherwise the wait could be an 
hour.  The unsmiling border guards in 
their forest green uniforms and high-
peaked Soviet-style hats are thorough 
(or at least very slow) in checking each 
arriving passenger.  We keep Svetlana, 
our Russian-speaking coordinator 
close to us in case the border guards 
speak to us in Russian. The National 
Council has been conducting these 
Training of Trainers’ seminars as well 
as teacher workshops for more than a 
dozen years in the newly independent 
nations of the former Soviet Union, 
Baltic States, Eastern Europe, and 
Central Asia. In the early 1990s, the 
program was funded by grants from 
the Soros Open Society Foundations 
and a few American corporations. 
Since the mid-90s, the U.S. Dept. of 
Education has supported the National 
Council’s Economics International 
activities with annual grants. 
After our visas and passports are 
checked and stamped we head for the 
ancient baggage carousel in hopes our 
bags have made the long journey with 
us. Fortunately, this time everything 
has arrived and we feed our luggage 
through the x-ray machine and clear 
customs with little difficulty. We move 
through the doors to the terminal 
waiting area and run the gauntlet of 
taxi drivers. We spot Schnara, our lo-
cal host, and several of her assistants 
waving near the back of the pack. 
They help by taking some of our lug-
gage and lead us to the parking lot 
and our waiting van and driver.
As usual, loading all of our stuff 
into the minivan is like a jigsaw 
puzzle. We each have several huge 
roller bags. We have so many because 
they contain not only clothes for 10 
or 11 days and gifts for our local 
hosts, but also all of our supplies 
and teaching materials and prizes for 
the many games and simulations we 
use with our active, student-centered 
instructional methods. We finally get 
all of us crammed into the van and 
head for the city center and our hotel. 
Even though this is my ninth trip to 
Almaty, I am always surprised at how 
dark the city is at this hour. It’s not 
like the well-lit streets of cities to the 
west. Here there are almost no street-
lights or traffic signals and those that 
do exist seem to be placed at random. 
Occasionally a bare bulb light hanging 
in a closed kiosk casts a small pool of 
light along the curb. 
Robin Kirkwood Auld, assistant 
professor of health and physical 
education, Ben 
Lombardo, 
professor 
of health 
and physical 
education, and 
former col-
league Tracy 
Caravella, of 
the University 
of Wisconsin 
at LaCrosse, 
presented a 
paper entitled 
“Incorporat-
ing State Teaching Standards in a 
Professional Preparation Program” 
at the 2005 Annual Conference of 
The National Association for Kine-
siology and Physical Education in 
After half an 
hour we arrive 
at the Hotel 
Kazakhstan, and 
as we are unload-
ing I see a light 
high in the sky. I now know that it’s 
not a star but a light near the top of 
the enormous 15,000-foot mountains 
that border the city on the south and 
separate Kazakhstan from neighboring 
Kyrgystan and China.  In the day-
light this magnificent sight is almost 
overwhelming. They are so high that 
glacial snows stay on the peaks even 
when the summertime heat in the city 
reaches over 100 degrees. 
We drag our belongings through the 
doors into the dimly lit hotel lobby. 
The night clerk greets us in both 
English and Russian not sure yet who 
speaks what language. She begins the 
process of collecting our passports, 
getting us registered, and giving us our 
room keys. I make eye contact with 
the barman across the lobby that is 
just closing for the night. He nods in 
recognition. I guess he remembers me 
as the strange American who is always 
asking him for a container of ice. Peo-
ple here do not put ice in their drinks. 
For that matter neither do most 
people outside of North America.
As we head for the elevators (one 
bank for the odd-numbered floors and 
another for the even numbers), I’m 
startled to see a young man emerge 
from the elevator wearing a Rhode 
Island College T-shirt. It’s Alexander 
from Uzbekistan. He’s one of our 
seminar participants and he won the 
T-shirt in a game we played in the pre-
vious seminar. The participants rep-
resent more than a dozen countries. 
Our team has worked with this group 
before, once at a site outside Moscow 
and another in Kiev, Ukraine. 
Finally, I make it to my typical old 
Soviet-style room. The bedroom and 
sitting room have high ceilings, tall 
windows with lace curtains that open 
onto a mini-balcony and overlook the 
mountains. The room is spacious and 
warm even if the hot water supply is 
undependable. I unpack a few things 
starting with my big carry-on bag that 
I’m really tired of lugging around. 
It contains the basic travel necessi-
ties plus the 400-page binder with 
the seminar’s agenda and six days of 
lesson plans. All materials have been 
translated into Russian and will be 
provided to each of the participants at 
the seminar’s conclusion.
It’s been a long day—or has it been 
two days? Tomorrow morning we’ll 
find the currency exchange booth that 
will sell Kazakh tenge for U.S. dollars 
at the best rate. I’ll get some extra of 
various denominations to take back 
to my students at RIC. After lunch we 
have a meeting with Olga and Andre, 
our two Russian interpreters, in the 
hotel’s large meeting room where the 
seminar will be conducted. It is a chal-
lenge to teach in one language while 
the students are learning in another, 
but our terrific interpreters make it 
work seamlessly.
I find this experience exciting and 
rewarding. It is important, especially 
to the children of this part of the 
world. At the same time, I can en-
rich my students at RIC by bringing 
back some of the world to them. It is 
important that they understand world 
interdependence, global economic 
institutions such as currency systems, 
and the similarities of all students. I 
wish everyone could have this sort of 
eye-opening opportunity, especially 
our students at the College. The study 
abroad program, with help from the 
Shinn Study Abroad Fund, makes it 
possible for some.  
             – Peter Moore
FROM APRIL 30 TO MAY 3, 1981 the Student Union ballroom was turned into 
a cabaret in which the Alumni Theatre troupe performed The Entertainers. 
The female performers included (above from left) Carolyn Criscione ’57, 
Denise Duhamel ’75, Holly Shadoian ’73, Sandy Boyer ’72 and Kathy Sasso 
’69. According to an issue of What’s News at the time, the troupe “played to 
full houses and enthusiastic applause throughout the run of the show.” (File 
photo)
The Rhode Island Coalition for 
Affirmative Action (RICAA) is reaf-
firming its 2005 goal to rebuild 
trust between government, law 
enforcement and the community 
with a series of programs to build 
bridges and establish partnerships 
between government leaders, busi-
ness, and community members.
The first event, “COPS ’n US: 
LET’S TALK!,” is a 2005 kick-off 
breakfast to be held at the Rhode 
Island College Faculty Center on 
Wednesday, Feb. 23 from 8 to 
11:30 a.m. 
The agenda includes keynote 
speaker Rev. Steven Baines, senior 
organizer for religious affairs for 
People for the American Way in 
Washington, D.C. He will be intro-
duced by Providence Police Chief 
Dean Esserman. Included in the 
RIC to host R.I. Coalition for 
Affirmative Action breakfast
program is the 60 Minutes seg-
ment, “The Black List,” introduced 
by Sheriff Gary Dias, as well as a 
Community Speak-out, the Police 
Response, and a buffet breakfast.
For more information regard-
ing co-sponsorship, registration 
($10 per person), or advertis-
ing in the program booklet, 
contact Donna Fishman, RICAA 
chairperson, at 401-423-0397 or 
donnafishman@cox.net. The Web 
site for RICAA is www.ricaa.net.
RICAA welcomes the support 
and participation of all Rhode 
Islanders at this event, which com-
bats discrimination by promoting 
equal treatment for all.
Please note that the registration 
fee will be waived for RIC students 
who participate and RSVP by Feb. 
20.
Higher Education. Approximately 
250 professionals and students 
attended the event, held Jan. 7 in 
Tucson, Ariz.
Chris Abernathy, associate 
professor of 
theatre, was 
awarded the 
Kennedy Cen-
ter American 
College The-
atre Festival’s 
Kennedy 
Center Medal-
lion in recog-
nition of his 
commitment 
to excellence 
and conspicu-
ous and lasting 
contributions to the theatre.
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“No person knows his own culture who knows 
only his own culture.” – Gordon W. Allport, 
The Nature of Prejudice
Ezra Stieglitz and Elaine Coleman are edu-cators who are passionate about teach-ing future teachers – and about creating 
cultural awareness. For the past four years, 
Stieglitz of Rhode Island College, and Coleman 
of Oranim Academic College in Israel, have 
brought their students together in an online 
cultural exchange class, with the English lan-
guage as its underpinning. 
It began in 2000, when Stieglitz contacted 
Oranim, a teacher’s college located in the 
North of Israel, with the idea of a joint venture 
between colleges. Participants would include 
RIC students preparing to be English-as-a-sec-
ond-language (ESL) teachers, and Oranim stu-
dents enrolled in a program to teach English as 
a foreign language (EFL). 
The initiative, now in its fifth year, is known 
as the ESL/EFL Literacy Forum. It’s designed to 
give teacher education students the opportu-
nity to share ideas about teaching English to 
children in the United States and Israel. Stu-
dents interact via the Internet through Yahoo 
Groups. 
The RIC portion of the forum is a three-cred-
it course, Teaching Reading and Writing to ESL 
Students.
Stieglitz, a professor of elementary educa-
tion and coordinator of Overseas Programs for 
the Feinstein School of Education and Human 
Development, said the forum is run in a “very 
structured fashion.” 
Forum students are divided into four groups 
of about 10. Online interaction takes place 
among members of the group, as they com-
plete four assignments. Discussions are be-
tween the students from the two colleges, not 
between students from the same college. 
Group members exchange personal and 
professional knowledge about each other: the 
community they live in, how they spend a typi-
cal weekend afternoon, and what their career 
goals are. Politics, obviously a sensitive topic 
for many Israeli Arabs and Jews, is not dis-
cussed. 
Members describe the reading and writing 
experiences in their 
native and second lan-
guages, and tell about 
a typical day at their 
local elementary or 
secondary school.
Each student must 
also present either an 
issue, controversy or 
dilemma related to 
ESL/EFL literacy, or 
offer an activity that 
could help develop the 
literacy skills of ESL/
EFL students.
A final paper is as-
signed for members 
to recount what they 
learned about each 
other, what they gained 
from the forum, and 
how it could be im-
proved.
 “Emphasis is placed on how literacy skills 
are developed in one’s native and foreign lan-
guage,” said Stieglitz, who is from New York 
City and has been an educator for 38 years, 
including the last 33 at RIC. 
Stieglitz finds Coleman, his counterpart in 
Israel, “a dream to work with.” He has visited 
her in Israel, where the two collaborated on the 
forum.
Coleman, who was raised in Glasgow, Scot-
land, lives in a kibbutz in Northern Galilee. She 
has been teaching EFL in an elementary school 
for 20 years, and came back to her alma mater, 
Oranim, to teach EFL methodology. She also 
runs an email correspondence program be-
tween 6th graders at her school and 6th grad-
ers in a school in Reno, Nev. 
“Computers as a tool of communication for 
language teaching is very exciting,” said Cole-
man. And English is especially fitting because 
it is what she calls the “international channel 
of communication,” and “a bridge between 
cultures.”
Being able to exchange points of view has 
enabled students to discover their similarities 
through their differences, said Coleman, who 
observed that students find “lots of parallels 
personally, professionally and culturally.” 
One of those who benefited from the forum 
was RIC graduate student Nelia Fontes.
In her final paper, she wrote about the 
common ground she shared with an Oranim 
student: “…she lives in a very diverse com-
munity that consists of four main groups: the 
Sephardic group who comes from the Middle 
Eastern countries, the Ashkenazic group who 
comes from East Europe, the Russian group 
and the Ethiopian group. My community also 
consists of many ethnic groups: Hispanic, Ital-
ian, Portuguese, Irish, African and Anglo-Amer-
ican. We both accept, respect and learn from 
diverse groups in our communities.”
While Stieglitz wants to continue the cross-
cultural forum for his ESL students, he has 
another idea as well. “My dream is to have a 
representative population of students from 
(Coleman’s) class come here on a professional 
visit.” Here, they could visit classrooms and 
speak to the people involved in ESL instruc-
tion, he said. Stieglitz also hopes to someday 
send his students over to Israel for a similar 
experience. 
Individuals or organizations interested 
in becoming involved in funding a visit to 
RIC of Israeli ESL/EFL students, can email 
estieglitz@ric.edu or call Ezra Stieglitz at 401-
456-8560.
Internet forum a lesson in diversity for American 
and Israeli education students
AMERICAN/ISRAELI CONNECTION: Elaine Coleman and Prof. Ezra Stielglitz 
oversee a joint online forum for students at RIC and Oranim Academic College in 
Israel. 
On Monday, March 14, the first 
genocide education symposium in the 
state will take place at Rhode Island 
College’s Gaige Hall.  It is designed 
to encourage educators and school 
systems to incorporate this subject into 
their curricula. 
In 2000, the Genocide Education Bill 
was passed into law following its intro-
duction by then-State Representative 
Aram Garabedian. The law opened the 
door to school systems 
within Rhode Island to 
incorporate genocide 
education into their 
curricula, as long as 
the materials were 
available to them.
Two RIC alumni, 
Pauline Getzoyan ’83 
and Esther Kalajian 
’82, have organized 
the symposium with 
the support of the 
Armenian Martyrs’ 
Memorial Commit-
tee of Rhode Island and the Armenian 
National Committee. Registration 
packets with information regarding the 
event have been mailed to all the high 
schools, both public and private, in the 
state.
The day will begin with a welcome 
from Aram Garabedian, Cranston City 
Council president, and remarks by 
U.S. Congressman James Langevin ’90. 
Following introductions and opening 
remarks outlining the purpose of the 
Armenian genocide symposium 
to be held at RIC
symposium, the attendees will move 
into small group sessions running 45 
minutes each.
Featured presenters include Peter 
Balakian, author of The Burning 
Tigris, Judith Claire Mitchell, author 
of The Last Day of the War, Congress-
man Langevin, Jim Fussell, director of 
Prevent Genocide International, Jimmie 
Jones of Facing History and Ourselves, 
George Aghjayan of the Eastern Region 
Board of the Armenian 
National Committee 
of America, and Henry 
Theriault, associate 
professor of philoso-
phy at Worcester State 
College. The sessions 
will cover topics 
including the writing 
process and effects 
of uncovering his-
tory, genocide denial, 
labeling and genocide, 
when neighbor turns 
against neighbor, legis-
lation and foreign policy. 
Lunch is being provided at no cost 
to those who attend. On-site registra-
tion is available to the general public 
for $25. Educational materials will 
be distributed to all teachers in atten-
dance and are being made available by 
request for those teachers interested 
but unable to attend. For more infor-
mation, please call Pauline Getzoyan 
at 486-3776, or Esther Kalajian at 
885-9116.
IN THE NEWS: Nick Kotz, Pulitizer Prize-winning journalist and author of a new 
book, Judgment Days: Lyndon Baines Johnson, Martin Luther King, Jr. and the 
Laws That Changed America, speaks to members of the local media at a press 
conference on campus Feb. 3 in the Alumni Lounge. Clockwise from top: Kotz 
(left) talks with Marion Davis of Providence Business News and Frank Coletta 
of NBC 10; John Palumbo from Rhode Island Monthly Communications, and 
Gene Valicenti of NBC10. Kotz also gave a presentation in the Clarke Science 
Auditorium that evening for students and the general public.
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Foundation & Alumni News
Ellie O’Neill, 
Director, 
Alumni Affairs
John Foley and Richard Elliott, both from the Class of 1967, enjoy catching up at 
Ft. Myers.
Mary O’Brien M ’64, Phyllis Tracy’ 58, and Judy Giblin ’58 enjoy the winters in 
the Ft. Myers area.
The recent West Palm Beach lun-
cheon brought classes from 1942-
1993 together. Seated: Wileen Taber 
Coyne ’55, Stephanie and Aaron 
DeMoranville ’54, Helen Robertson 
Tidgwell ’54, President John Nazarian 
’54. second row: Olga Lusi O’Brien ’45, 
Doris Bettez ’42, Bernadette Machado 
Bovelsky ’67, Marjorie Stenberg ’74, 
Marie DeMizio Walsh ’65, Roslyn 
Toomey Grady ’52, Virginia Durham 
Reilly ’42, Terry Reilly. Back row: Bill 
O’Brien M ’62, Jean Spalt ’93, Regina 
Livramento ’90, Carl Stenberg, profes-
sor emeritus, John Walsh, John Judge 
’58, Geri Steiner Judge ’60, and Jim 
Corrigan.
On Jan. 27 
we left Rhode 
Island in eight-
degree weather 
and landed 
in West Palm 
Beach in 72 
degrees and 
sun! Each year 
the number of 
alumni who ei-
ther have relo-
cated to Florida 
or spend the 
winter there 
increases. 
Sixty alumni and friends of the 
College joined us for two recep-
tions and luncheons Jan. 28 and 
29, one in West Palm Beach and 
the other in Ft. Myers. President 
John Nazarian presented a slide 
show on campus projects as well 
as some of the events which took 
place during the Sesquicentennial 
celebration. Just so our Florida 
friends didn’t feel left out in the 
cold, we included several photos 
of snowy, winter scenes. There 
were no tears!
On March 8 we will be visiting 
Washington, D.C. with honorary 
co-chairperson Congessman Jim 
Langevin ’90. Our New York City 
event will take place in the fall.
If you are looking for a great 
winter escape, join us for a pre-
performance reception Feb. 23 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Roberts Hall Alum-
ni Lounge, followed by an evening 
at the Performing Arts Series show 
Broadway! The Big Band Years. Call 
the Alumni Office at 401-456-8086 
for information.
By now, everyone should have 
received the winter edition of the 
alumni magazine. This is our first 
four-color publication in 10 years 
and we would like to hear your 
comments about the new look. 
You are encouraged to contact us 
with story suggestions as well.
On Feb. 4 all alumni directors 
from the 10 colleges and universi-
ties in Rhode Island were invited 
to a luncheon at the Alumni Of-
fice. It was a wonderful opportuni-
ty for us to share stories, compare 
notes and get to know each other 
better. We hope to meet a few 
times a year. (See photo below.)
THE RIC ALUMNI OFFICE hosted 
a meeting and luncheon for alumni 
office staffers from around the state 
on Feb. 4 in the Kauffman Center. 
Participants included: (standing l to 
r) Michele Nota (University of Rhode 
Island), Melissa Harris (Providence 
College), Marisa Albini (Community 
College of Rhode Island), Lisa Harrison 
(URI),  Bob Ferreira (PC), Donna 
Harris (Bryant University), Kristal 
Cardone (URI), Jessie Kenyon (URI), 
Ellie O’Neill of Rhode Island College 
and Nancy Hoogasian (RIC); (seated 
l to r) Geraldine Peixoto (CCRI), Judy 
Mastronardi (Bryant), David Nicolato 
(URI), Jeff Cartee (Johnson & Wales), 
Lori Zabatta (J&W) and Shana Murrell 
(RIC).  
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We need YOUR help to make the April 1st Foundation Anniversary Celebration a success!
Sponsorships and our auction are the heart of our fundraising strategy during the celebration, with all proceeds supporting Rhode Island College 
scholarships.
This week we are asking alumni and friends to consider donating an item for auction — something you made or something you own. It may be an 
“antique” you no longer have room for, a gift certificate, a week at your condo, a piece of art — the possibilities are endless.
Please contact Denise Males at dmales@ric.edu or 401-456-8105 (or clip and mail this form to: Rhode Island College Foundation, 600 Mt. Pleas-
ant Ave., Providence, RI 02908). We will need the following information:
Your name and address _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone number and/or email address ______________________________________
Item you wish to donate_______________________________________________
Approximate value ___________________________________________________
How you want to be recognized in our program book _______________________________________________________________________
You may deliver your item to Roberts Hall, or we will make arrangements to pick it up. All donations will be acknowledged and given gift credit. 
Gifts in kind are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. An item valued at $5,000 or more will require an independent appraisal.
Make this the best auction ever! Some items will be selected for a pre-event on-ine auction.
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“The place to go when 
you want to know”
If you want to know what’s hap-
pening at RIC, just give our home-
page a click. 
The College has introduced the 
new Web-based RICalendar for easy 
access by clicking on the calendar 
link from the home page.
The concept for the calendar 
came from the Sesquicentennial 
Web site that included a listing of 
upcoming events for the College’s 
150th year.
The expanded central calendar 
debuted in October with the official 
introduction to the College commu-
nity slated to take place the week 
of Feb. 28-March 3 with tutorials, 
contests and prizes.
“The need has always been 
there,” said Karen Rubino, In-
ternet technology manager, who 
spearheaded the effort to create the 
calendar along with Patti Nolin, 
special assistant to the president. 
Billed as “The place to go when 
you want to know,” it contains in-
formation about all events that take 
place on campus and community 
events that are hosted by RIC.
This is a program that is inno-
vative for a college, said Rubino, 
noting that not many colleges or 
universities in the area have the 
ability to organize all events in one 
location on the Web that can be ac-
College launches new Web-based RICalendar
cessed from anywhere.
“Before RICalendar, our events 
were buried within individual de-
partment Web pages,” said Rubino.
The calendar now allows the dif-
ferent departments and programs 
on campus to link to the Web site 
that serves as a central place for 
posting.
Students, faculty and staff are en-
couraged to offer their events to the 
calendar to be published, by access-
ing the calendar and completing an 
online submission form. Calendar 
administrators review the content 
then post suitable material.
There are seven calendars of 
events in place: academic lectures 
and seminars; alumni and foun-
dation; community events and 
meetings; faculty and staff; intercol-
legiate athletics and recreation; per-
forming and fine arts; and student 
events and information.
The RIC community can also sub-
scribe to the different calendars via 
email and receive periodic updates 
about events, while RIC faculty and 
staff can export events from the cal-
endar onto their Microsoft Outlook 
email accounts. 
“The more information we offer 
online, the more publicity for the 
College,” said Nolin.
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Sports
From the Athletic Director's Desk
Donald E. Tencher
Athletic Director
Men’s basketball legends 
Alex Butler ’98, Richard 
Rouleau ’68 and Mike 
Van Leesten ’65, and 
women’s basketball stars 
Jo-Ann D’Alessandro ’88 
and Cathy Lanni ’88 will 
have their jerseys raised 
to the rafters in a uniform 
retirement ceremony at 
The Murray Center on 
Saturday, Feb. 19. The 
ceremony will take place 
following RIC’s women’s 
game vs. Keene State at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. 
Don’t miss this great 
event, then stay and watch 
the Anchormen battle 
Keene State at 4 p.m.
Alex Butler was one of 
the most dominant bas-
ketball players in New 
England during the early 
1990s. He starred for the 
Anchormen from 1993-97, 
earning All-American hon-
ors as a junior and senior 
in 1995-96 and 1996-97. 
The East Providence native 
is one of only three All-
Americans in RIC men’s 
basketball history.
During his career, Butler 
was the biggest impact 
player in the Little East 
Conference. He was named 
the Little East Player of the 
Year and was First Team 
All-Conference as a sopho-
more in 1994-95, a junior 
in 1995-96 and senior in 
1996-97. Butler was the 
LEC’s Rookie of the Year 
as a freshman in 1993-94.
He closed out his career 
as RIC’s second all-time 
leading scorer with 2,398 
points. He received the 
John E. Hetherman Award, 
signifying him as RIC’s 
top male senior athlete, in 
1998. He was elected to 
the Rhode Island College 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 
2003. 
He is currently a physi-
cal education teacher at 
Martin Middle School in 
East Providence, and re-
sides in Warwick.
Mike Van Leesten is 
RIC’s all-time leading re-
bounder with 1,494 boards 
and is fourth in career 
scoring with 1,901 points. 
He is one of only three RIC 
players with over 1,000 
career points and 1,000 
career rebounds. An ex-
tremely durable player, he 
is second all-time with 106 
career games played. Keep 
in mind these records 
still stand even though he 
hasn’t graced the hard-
wood in over 40 years. The 
Providence native was a 
member of the first-ever 
class to be elected into the 
Rhode Island College Ath-
letic Hall of Fame in 1989.
He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in education from 
RIC in 1965. Van Leesten 
holds three honorary doc-
toral degrees: from RIC, 
the University of Rhode 
Island and Roger Williams 
University.
He is currently the 
executive assistant to the 
chairman of the Mashan-
tucket Peqot Tribal Nation.
He resides in Providence 
with his wife, Paula. Van 
Leesten has six children: 
Jill (38), Michael (37), Chris 
(34), Alexis (23), Andrew 
(21), and Jordan (13).
Richard Rouleau is RIC’s 
third all-time leading scor-
er, compiling 2,183 points 
over his four-year career. 
A captain as a junior in 
1966-67 and as a senior in 
1967-68, the Central Falls 
native held the school re-
cords for the most points 
in a game and in a season 
at the time of his gradua-
tion. He received the John 
E. Hetherman Award in 
1968. He was elected to 
the College’s Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 1990.
He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in secondary 
education, with a concen-
tration in history. After 
graduation, Rouleau em-
barked on a career as an 
educator that is still going 
strong today.
He taught and was an 
administrator at Warwick 
Veterans High School for 
30 years and was the as-
sistant superintendent of 
Warwick public schools 
from 2000 until his retire-
ment in 2003. After retir-
ing, Rouleau has since tak-
en the principal’s position 
at St. Raphael Academy in 
Pawtucket.
He resides in West 
Greenwich with his wife, 
Mary. They have a daugh-
ter, Betsy (18).
Jo-Ann D’Alessandro 
starred as a point guard 
on the great RIC women’s 
basketball teams of 1983-
87. She is the Anchor-
women’s second all-time 
leading scorer with 1,426 
career points. When she 
wrapped up her career 
in 1987, she was the 
program’s all-time career 
points leader.
She is also RIC’s all-time 
assist leader with 430. She 
was a member of RIC’s 
ECAC Div. III champion-
ship team, the only one in 
the program’s history, in 
1985-86. The North Provi-
dence native was elected 
to RIC’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1999.
D’Alessandro is second 
all-time in career free 
throw percentage at RIC 
and led the country in 
free throw percentage as 
a sophomore in 1984-85 
with a .897 percentage.
Five basketball greats to be honored on Feb. 19
CATHY LANNIALEX BUTLER RICHARD ROULEAUMIKE VAN LEESTEN JO-ANN D’ALESSANDRO
Team    Student-Athlete  GPA
Men’s Baseball  Caleb Barber   3.31
Men’s Basketball  Kevin Payette  3.72
    Jared Starnino  3.72
Men’s Cross Country Michael Sarazin  3.67
Men’s Golf   Mark Lebrun   3.52
Men’s Indoor Track  Michael Sarazin  3.67
Men’s Outdoor Track Michael Sarazin  3.67
Men’s Soccer   Scott Westcott  3.58
Men’s Tennis   Julio Andrade  4.00
    Christopher Furey  4.00
Team    Student-Athlete  GPA
Men’s Wrestling  Brendan Casey  3.75
Women’s Basketball  Kari Geisler   3.85
Women’s Cross Country Michelle Batchelder  3.74
Women’s Gymnastics Caren Normandin  3.93
Women’s Indoor Track Michelle Batchelder  3.74
Women’s Lacrosse  Erika Babat   3.92
Women’s Outdoor Track  Dana Skorupa  3.59
Women’s Soccer  Melissa Carpentier  4.00
Women’s Softball  Jeanne Rosa   3.80
Women’s Tennis  Samantha Hedden  4.00
Women’s Volleyball  Sara Chamberland  4.00
    Stephanie Wojciechowski 4.00
Most often the athletic accomplishments of our student-athletes are highlighted through various publicity venues. 
Unfortunately, many times the academic and personal successes of these same young men and women go unnoticed. 
Over the past year, one initiative has been implemented to highlight the academic accomplishments of our student-ath-
letes.
Two years ago, Board 84 of the Rhode Island Basketball Officials Association committed to an annual donation that 
would be used to honor the top student-athletes from each of Rhode Island College’s 19 varsity teams. The award, 
named in honor of one of the board’s founding fathers, Ralph Catuogno, highlights the top student-athlete from each 
team, each semester, with the highest GPAs.
Congratulations to all of our student-athletes who make us as proud of their academic accomplishments as we are of 
their athletic accomplishments. The top student-athletes from the fall semester are as follows:
Continued on page 7
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Sports Events
Listen to all RIC winter sports 
teams’ home games this winter via 
the Internet by logging on to www.
ric.edu/athletics and clicking on the 
“Listen Live” link. If you can’t make 
it to The Murray Center to watch the 
Men’s Basketball
Tuesday, Feb. 15 vs. Western Connecticut, 7:30 p.m. 
Half-Time Guest: Jane Fusco, Director of News and Public Relations
Saturday, Feb. 19 vs. Keene State, 4 p.m. 
Half-Time Guest: John Nazarian, Rhode Island College President
Women’s Basketball
Tuesday, Feb. 15 vs. Western Connecticut, 5:30 p.m. 
Half-Time Guest: Ellie O’Neill, Director of Alumni Affairs
Saturday, Feb. 19 vs. Keene State, 2 p.m. 
Half-Time Guest: Dan King, Vice President for Academic Affairs
Women’s Gymnastics
Sunday, Feb. 27 vs. Southern Connecticut, 1 p.m.
RIC sports broadcasts on 
the Internet
teams in person, this is the next best 
thing!
Below is a listing of upcoming 
broadcasts along with special half-
time guest interviews. Half-time 
interviews come on approximately 
one-half hour into the broadcast.
Basketball alumni events on tap
 There are still roster spots open 
if you want to play in the Women’s 
Basketball Alumni Game, which 
will take place Saturday, Feb. 19 at 
noon. Please call the RIC Athletic 
Department at 401-456-8007 to 
sign up.
There will also be a reception for 
the Friends of Men’s & Women’s 
Basketball, which begins at 2:30 
p.m. in the Hall of Fame Room on 
the second floor of The Murray 
Feb. 14-March 12
Men’s Basketball
Tues. Feb. 15  Western Connecticut *  7:30 p.m.
Sat. Feb. 19  Keene State *    4 p.m.
Tues. Feb. 22  LEC Tournament Playoffs  TBA
Fri. Feb. 25  LEC Tournament Semi-Finals  TBA
Sat. Feb. 26  LEC Tournament Finals  TBA
Women’s Basketball 
Tues. Feb. 15  Western Connecticut *  5:30 p.m.
Sat. Feb. 19  Keene State *    2 p.m.
Tues. Feb. 22  LEC Tournament Playoffs  TBA
Fri. Feb. 25  LEC Tournament Semi-Finals  TBA
Sat. Feb. 26  LEC Tournament Finals  TBA 
Women’s Gymnastics 
Sat. Feb. 19  at M.I.T.   4 p.m.
Sun. Feb. 27  Southern Connecticut   1 p.m.
Sun. Mar. 6  at Springfield    1 p.m.
Sat. Mar. 12 at West Chester   Noon
Wrestling
Fr. Feb. 18  at NECCWA Championships ^  TBA
Sa. Feb. 19  at NECCWA Championships ^ TBA
Su. Feb. 20  at NECCWA Championships ^ TBA
Men’s and Women’s Indoor Track and Field
Fri. Feb. 18  at N.E. Div. III Championships $ 10 a.m.
Sat. Feb. 19  at N.E. Div. III Championships $ 10 a.m.
Fri. Feb. 25  at N.E. Open Championships & TBA
Sat. Feb. 26  at N.E. Open Championships & TBA
Fri. Mar. 4  at ECAC Div. III Championships % TBA
Sat. Mar. 5  at ECAC Div. III Championships % TBA
* Little East Conference game
^ hosted by Johnson & Wales University
$ hosted by TBA/Smith College
& hosted by Boston University
% hosted by St. Lawrence University
Center.
All men’s and women’s basket-
ball alumni are invited to attend. 
There will be two games to watch, 
as the Anchorwomen and Anchor-
men take on Keene State, as well 
as the historic uniform retirement 
ceremony.
Please contact the RIC Athletic 
Department at 401-456-8007 to 
attend.
Head Wrestling Coach Jay Jones 
and Head Men’s Basketball Coach 
Jack Perri have their respective 
teams in position to 
make some noise as 
they near the confer-
ence championship 
portion of the season.
At press time, the 
wrestling team is 
ranked fourth in New 
England with an 11-2 
overall record, a 6-0 
mark in the New Eng-
land College Confer-
ence Wrestling Asso-
ciation (NECCWA) and it is 1-0 in 
the Pilgrim Wrestling League.
Seniors Justin Deveau and Luke 
Emmons are both 21-5 overall and 
ranked second in N.E. at 197 lbs. 
and 141 lbs., respectively.
Senior Keith Nelson is 23-8 and 
ranked fourth in N.E. at 174 lbs. 
RIC grapplers and hoop squads 
light up winter season
The 2005 NECCWA Championships 
are coming up on Feb. 18-20 at 
Johnson & Wales University.
The men’s basket-
ball team is off to its 
best start since 1996, 
posting a 13-6 overall 
record and a 6-3 mark 
in the Little East Con-
ference.
RIC has a well-bal-
anced team led by 
three guards. Sopho-
more Kamari Williams 
and senior Andre 
Daley are tied for the 
team-lead in scoring, averaging 
14.6 points per game. Sophomore 
Kinsey Durgin is averaging 12.7 
ppg.
The Little East playoffs begin on 
Tuesday, Feb. 22.
Visit www.ric.edu/athletics to 
keep up with both clubs as they 
head down the stretch run.
She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from RIC in 1988. 
D’Alessandro worked in the Town 
of North Providence’s Recreation 
Department for 15 years before 
taking the assistant athletic direc-
tor for internal affairs position at 
RIC in 2002. She resides in North 
Providence.
Cathy Lanni was one of the 
most prolific scorers and re-
bounders in RIC women’s bas-
ketball history during her career 
from 1983-88. The North Provi-
dence native is the Anchorwom-
en’s all-time leading scorer and 
rebounder with 1,677 career 
points and 1,101 career boards. 
She is the only women’s player in 
RIC history to total 1,000 or more 
points and rebounds in a career. 
She was elected to RIC’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 1999.
She had an outstanding junior 
year in 1985-86, earning All-
American honors and helping the 
Anchorwomen capture the ECAC 
Div. III Championship, the only 
one in the program’s history. She 
contributed a double-double for 
the entire season, averaging 19.3 
ppg and 13.1 rpg. 
Lanni earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from RIC in 1988 and resides 
in Smithfield.
Basketball greats 
Continued from page 6
DRIVE TIME: Sophomore guard Kamari Williams is a major reason the Anchormen 
are off to their best start since 1996.
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Arts & Entertainment
by Dante Del Guidice 
Director of Dance
Red and Blue states, moral and 
immoral pairings, lives vs. life, or 
enlightened intervention vs. impe-
rial aggression, these contrasts 
and conflicts ultimately resolve, 
like dance, to the level of the use 
and management of human bod-
ies and desires. And like dances 
in the round, we are sometimes 
center stage or viewing from an 
impermanent and inherently lim-
ited perspective – our bodies/their 
bodies, bodies valued or devalued, 
bodies seen or obscured, and in 
extremity, bodies that live and 
those that must die.
The complex, evanescent, and 
curious “dance of life” in all its 
polyvalence and polymorphism is 
the compelling subject of con-
temporary dance. Disarmingly 
entertaining and diverting works 
are often fraught, upon closer 
analysis, with affirming or subver-
sive content; “meaningful” works 
are sometimes revealed as hollow 
and flaccid exercises in well-worn 
conventions. But a diversity of 
approaches to the body and to 
the traditions of performance is 
the generative and regenerative 
impetus for the dances and bodies 
to be featured in the spring 2005 
dance program offerings.
Premieres to be unveiled in 
the Rhode Island College Dance 
Company’s Annual Spring Concert 
Series on March 3-6 will include 
works by New York-based Alex-
andra Beller and Kwikstep and by 
prominent local choreographers 
Paula Hunter and Melody Ruffin 
Ward. Rehearsal direction for the 
Spring Concert Series is provided 
by Angelica Vessella.
Beller is a former member of 
Diversity of approaches theme of spring dance events
the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance 
Company and currently mak-
ing dances and directing a small 
project company. Her power-
ful performance technique and 
non-traditional “plus size” have 
always drawn attention in the 
dance world, and now her highly 
physical and issue-driven dance 
works are gaining notoriety and a 
strong following. Beller’s January 
2004 remake of her or are you just 
happy to see me? for the RIC Dance 
Company was her first commission 
for RIC, and a second work created 
in January 2005 will be premiered 
in March.
Kwikstep is half of the husband 
and wife team Gabriel “Kwikstep” 
Dionisio and Anita “Rokafella” 
Garcia, a South Bronx hip-hop 
company, Full Circle Productions. 
Their mission – “to celebrate 360 
degrees of NYC hip-hop culture” 
– has produced Soular Power’d, 
an evening-length and multi-lay-
ered performance work combining 
break-dance, graffiti/visual art, 
DJing, spoken word/poetry, beat 
box and rap music. Faith Pilger of 
The Dance Insider provided this 
assessment of their talents: “It is 
quite clear to me that these are 
some of the best dancers in the 
hip hop scene. Period. …I promise 
you: You have not seen dancers 
with such clarity, stamina, cha-
risma and truly awesome tricks 
until you’ve witnessed Full Circle.” 
A new hip-hop work by Kwikstep, 
created for the RIC dancers during 
a January 2005 residency, will be 
featured.
Works premiered in fall 2004 
will include Andrea Woods’ glori-
ous celebration of feminine soli-
darity, Palomas Para Linda, and 
Nugent+Matteson’s offbeat post-
modern deconstruction of choreo-
graphic form and human fidelity, 
Fare Thee Well. 
Get ready to take a trip back in time when 
Rhode Island College presents Broadway! The 
Big Band Years on Feb. 23 at 8 p.m. in the Au-
ditorium in Roberts Hall. This review captures 
and celebrates the vast contributions of 
Broadway composers and lyricists during 
the Big Band era of the 30s, 40s and 50s. 
Broadway stars Alfred Boe, famous for 
his role in the classic Broadway love story 
by Baz Luhrmann, La Boheme and Robin 
Skye, a star in Broadway’s Cyrano the 
Musical, an adaptation of the French play 
Cyrano de Bergerac written in the early 
1900s, will star in the performance. Vet-
eran Broadway performer Keith Levenson 
will be the conductor and artistic director. 
Musical icons George and Ira Gershwin, 
Irving Berlin, Richard Rogers, Lorenz Hart, 
Jerome Kern, and Cole Porter got their 
starts in New York as songsmiths in Tin 
Pan Alley, a small area where musicians 
would play their songs for publishers and 
producers. In time, their music achieved wider 
exposure, finally finding places in Broadway 
musical reviews or stories. 
Another success story coming from Tin Pan 
Alley – Al Jolson, a Jewish American and New 
York sensation, became a star by singing jazz-
tinged Berlin and Gershwin songs in blackface. 
Jolson, flew across the country to Hollywood to 
star in the first all-talking, all-singing picture, 
The Jazz Singer in 1927. 
The new uplifting and inspirational tunes 
of jazz could do little to prepare the country 
for hardships ahead. The mood of America, 
gripped by depression, was grim in the 30s, 
while the 40s found America at war across the 
world. 
The great entertainers of the era were called 
upon to put a smile on the nation, and a new 
technology called the radio brought them into 
living rooms around the country. 
With radio, jazz grew into a more formal 
style, with songs arranged in charts for musi-
cians numbering 15 to 20 – the big band. The 
bandleaders of the 30s and 40s – Glenn Miller, 
Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, the Dorsey broth-
ers – were heard on the airwaves, fre-
quently fronted by singers from American 
films. The process created the great pop 
standards of American music. All of these 
songs were written by the songwriters 
who had caught their big break in New 
York.
Songs like There’s No Business Like 
Show Business, Singin’ In The Rain, and 
Strike Up The Band became calling cards 
for a new music that would sweep the na-
tion. 
For those too young to remember a time 
before television, Broadway! The Big Band 
Years offers a taste of what it might have 
been like to be a part of our parents’ or 
grandparents’ generation, gathering by 
the radio to hear the sounds of their youth.
Reserved seating is $27 with discounts for 
students and seniors and can be purchased 
in advance via VISA or MasterCard by calling 
401-456-8144 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays; 
visiting on line at www.ric.edu/pfa; or in-person 
at the Roberts Hall box office until the time of 
the performance on the day of the event.
Classic songs from the 30s,  40s and 50s to highlight Broadway 
extravaganza at RIC
RIC DANCE COMPANY
Annual Spring Concert Series March 3-6 to feature works of Alexandra Beller, Kwikstep, Paula 
Hunter and Melody Ruffin Ward
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 Theatre troupe to show their mastery 
 of illusion in Fantasy Travelers
Along with introducing the world 
to succulent wine from the vine-
yards of Tuscany and the archi-
tectural mystery of the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa, Italy has produced 
some of the world’s preeminent 
musical performers. One such 
example, the Quartetto di Venezia 
will bring its distinctively Ital-
ian playing style to Rhode Island 
College on March 7 at 8 p.m. in 
Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian 
Center as part of the President’s 
Music Se-
ries.
Mem-
bers of 
Quartetto 
di Venezia 
include 
Alberto 
Battiston, 
violin; 
Luca Mo-
rassutti, 
viola; An-
drea Vio, 
violin; and 
Angelo Za-
nin, cello. 
These four 
extraor-
dinary 
musicians 
manifest 
the magic, 
mystery, 
and maj-
esty of 
Venice. 
The all-Italian program will 
feature the work of Boccherini, 
an 18th-century composer whom 
music lovers dubbed “the wife of 
Haydn” for the stark similarities 
between his work and Bazzini, 
a 19th-century composer who is 
credited with influencing Gia-
como Puccini, widely considered 
a master of his craft.  Selections 
from Busoni, an early 20th-cen-
tury composer whose work is just 
now being paralleled with the 
greatness of Liszt, Brahms and 
Verdi, will also be performed.
The group was formed over a 
decade ago when they were stu-
dents at the Venice Conservatory.  
Quartetto di Venezia to transform 
RIC into downtown Venice
They have since studied with the 
Quartetto Italiano and Vegh Quar-
tet, and have developed an exqui-
site quality of sound and a voice 
that emphasizes the characteris-
tics of individual instruments.
La Nacion de Buenos Aires news-
paper noted, “They are fine musi-
cians and excellent instrumental-
ists…the quality of the sound, 
good intonation and perfect bal-
ance make this quartet’s perfor-
mance a moving experience.”
Through live 
performances 
around the 
globe, broad-
casts on Italian 
State Television 
and radio sta-
tions includ-
ing WQXR in 
New York City, 
and numerous 
recordings on 
the Dynamic, 
Koch, Ermitage, 
Musical Heritage 
Society, Fonit 
Centra, and CD 
Classic labels, 
the Quartetto 
di Venezia is 
continuing and 
revitalizing the 
Italian tradition 
of string quar-
tet playing.
The Houston 
Post observed, “The Quartetto di 
Venezia is a first-class ensemble, 
with a bright tone quality and 
vivid style of playing.” 
Reserved seating is $25 with 
discounts for students and seniors 
and can be purchased in advance 
via VISA or MasterCard by calling 
401-456-8144 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. weekdays; visiting on line at 
www.ric.edu/pfa; or in-person at 
the Roberts Hall box office until 
the time of the performance on the 
day of the event. President’s Music 
Series concerts are preceded by a 
buffet. Reservations are required 
and can be made by calling 401-
456-8194.
 National Black Light Theatre of Prague– 
QUARTETTO DI VENEZIA
DEFENSE LAWYER Atticus Finch, played by Anthony Amaral III (right), questions 
Tom Robinson, played by Ryan Rivers, in a rehearsal for To Kill a Mockingbird. The 
play, a production of RIC Theatre, will be presented Feb. 17-20.
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The National Black Light Theatre of Prague will spark audiences’ imaginations as it combines magic and special effects to perform Fantasy Travelers on Thursday, March 
10 at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium in Roberts Hall.
Fantasy Travelers, inspired loosely by Lewis Carroll’s Alice 
in Wonderland and Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, is a 
stunning multi-visual show combining live performance with 
amazing black-light theatre effects, big screen projections, and 
fantastic magical tricks.
The principal of “black light” theatre stage technique is an 
age-old optical ruse known as the “black box trick,” which 
takes advantage of the human eye’s inability to distinguish 
black on black. Actors, dressed in black, moving against a 
black background are invisible to the audience. Various me-
chanical devices are disguised in the same way. Objects and 
actors, manipulated by these “invisible” actors and mechanics, 
seem to come to life, defying the earth’s gravitational pull.
The actors’ performances are linked to widescreen projec-
tions, oversized puppets, black light animation and computer 
generated effects. Emphasis is placed on visual and musical 
elements of the production and on the precision of the special 
effects. This perfect union between the artistic and technical 
aspects, the visual impact of the staging, and the emotiveness 
of the musical accompaniment has created a new and unique 
stage language.
The company, which has been developing this new theatrical 
genre since the early 1980s, has been touring internationally 
since the Berlin Wall fell in 1989. Pavel Marek is the company’s 
producer and artistic director. 
Reserved seating is $26 with discounts for students and 
seniors and can be purchased in advance via VISA and Master-
Card by calling 401-456-8144 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays; 
visiting on line at www.ric.edu/pfa; or in-person at the Roberts 
Hall box office until the time of the performance on the day of 
the event.
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Audiences will be charmed by the 
imaginative theme of Dreams and 
Visions at the March 11 premiere 
of the spring semester Choral 
Concert season. The Women’s, 
Men’s and RIC Chorus will join the 
Chamber Singers in a performance 
that will take place at 8 p.m. in 
Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian 
Center for the Performing Arts.
The concert will note the pre-
miere of the Men’s Chorus, the 
newest addition to the RIC choral 
ensemble family. Teresa Coffman, 
director of choral activities, said 
this group, which formed last 
semester, is anticipated to be very 
successful.
The Chamber Singers, who will 
be accompanied by a chamber 
orchestra, will interpret the fea-
tured work of J.S. Bach: Gottes Zeit 
ist die allerbeste Zeit (God’s own 
time is the very best of times). 
This ensemble, comprised of 12-
16 advanced RIC music students, 
performs both on-campus and all 
over New England. Their interna-
tional performances were critically 
acclaimed when they traveled 
to Ireland in 2002 and Scotland 
and Wales in 2004. In May 2006, 
they will tour Italy. The Chamber 
Singers also perform at local high 
schools, where they recruit stu-
dents to join. 
RIC Chorus is a group of ap-
proximately 70 music and non-
music majors, all of whom have 
had some form of previous musi-
cal instruction. They perform at 
least two concerts on-campus per 
semester and occasionally off-
campus.
The Women’s Chorus is, like the 
Men’s, a recently formed group. 
Melissa Sparks, a senior theatre 
major with a concentration in 
technical theatre/stage manage-
ment, was awarded the Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre 
Festival’s National Stage Manager 
Fellowship at the Region 1 ACTF 
Festival held at Rhode Island Col-
lege from Jan. 26-29.
Sparks is one of only eight 
students nationally to be given 
this recognition. She will spend 
The Rhode Island College Wind 
Ensemble offers the first of two 
concerts this semester with Sym-
phonic Winds on Friday, March 4 
at 8 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall in the 
Nazarian Center.
The program will feature Vin-
cent Persichetti’s groundbreaking 
Symphony No. 6 for Band. Written 
in 1956 when the composer was 
teaching at the Juilliard School 
of Music, it stands as one of 
the most artistically influential 
RIC Men’s Chorus harmonizes with three RIC choral 
ensembles in a premiere performance
It includes about 20 women who 
perform two concerts on campus 
and are looking into off-campus 
performances as well.
This quintet of choral groups 
will also perform works by Moses 
Hogan, Edward Elgar, David Childs, 
Antonio Lotti, John Tavener and 
Carlo Gesualdo.
“Each of the ensembles is unique 
and offers very special and diverse 
March ‘Symphonic Winds’ concert 
presented by RIC Wind Ensemble
pieces in the modern wind band 
repertoire. Also on the program 
are Fisher Tull’s mysterious and 
vibrant Sketches on a Tudor Psalm 
and Leonard Bernstein’s efferves-
cent Overture to Candide. 
“I didn’t really choose the music 
for this concert, it chose me,” said 
Wind Ensemble conductor Rob 
Franzblau. “The pieces just kind 
of jumped out at me as music that 
I absolutely adore and that I had 
not conducted for a long time.”
Roxanne Salvatore, winner of 
RIC’s Senior Student Concerto 
Competition, will also perform 
with the Wind Ensemble. Salva-
tore is a senior music education 
major and principal flute in the 
Wind Ensemble. She plays in the 
RIC Symphony Orchestra and is 
a student of Mary Ellen Kregler, 
adjunct instructor of flute. Salva-
tore will perform Kent Kennan’s 
Night Soliloquy for Flute and Wind 
Ensemble.
“The flute solo was Roxanne’s 
choice,” said Franzblau. “She 
plays beautifully, at a very pro-
fessional level. I’m pleased that 
she is getting recognition for her 
musical ability and hard work.”
General admission is $7; seniors 
and non-RIC students, $5; RIC 
students, staff and faculty, free. 
For more information, call 401-
456-8144.
RIC theatre student wins stage manager 
fellowship
one week in April at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, D.C. with 
hundreds of college students from 
across the country competing for 
the National 10-Minute Play Stage 
Management Award.
The event includes workshops 
with famous designers, directors, 
actors and playwrights throughout 
the world. Plays are also per-
formed by representative colleges 
nationwide.
opportunities and challenges,” said 
Coffman, who said she is proud to 
be their conductor.
Coffman is an assistant pro-
fessor of music whose resume 
includes the roles of active cho-
ral clinician and champion of 
20th-century choral music. Before 
coming to RIC in 1999, she worked 
with choirs throughout the South 
and Midwest.
Coffman also teaches studio 
voice and piano, and has pro-
fessional memberships in the 
American Choral Director’s Assoc., 
Chorus America, National Assoc. 
of Teachers of Singing and College 
Music Society, and is a lifetime 
member of the international music 
fraternity, Sigma Alpha Iota.
General admission is $2. 
*** Coming attractions ***
St. Petersburg State Ballet Theatre 
Romeo and Juliet
March 22
8 p.m., Auditorium in Roberts Hall
Call 401-456-8144 or go online to 
www. ric.edu/pfa/orderinfo.html to order tickets.
ROB FRANZBLAU
RIC CHORUS
Includes performance by Student Concerto 
Competition winner
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BANNISTER, NEW AND OLD: Above is the gallery as it existed in the Art Center 
building from 1978-2000. At left is the staff and adjuncts exhibit from summer 
2004. (Photos by Dennis O’Malley)
Longtime Bannister director Dennis O’Malley steps down
“I think that we’ve managed over the years to keep 
an edge to what we present that reminds viewers that 
Art is still a developing language of communication, 
and a mode of understanding; rather than a known 
quantity or a form of entertainment.” 
                – Dennis O’Malley
Dennis O’Malley, who operated Bannister Gal-
lery and directed its program since 1982, resigned 
last December to pursue his own creative projects. 
For nearly 23 years, he organized the presentation of 
approximately 200 exhibitions, sustaining a continu-
ous stream of diverse, serious, artistic and intellectual 
projects and publications.  
An artist himself, he worked successfully with 
hundreds of artists and scores of faculty curators, 
galleries, and institutions whose work or projects 
were exhibited under his 
supervision. 
O’Malley brought to the 
College the artistic, design, 
planning, and implementa-
tion skills that have helped the 
gallery become recognized as 
an important cultural institu-
tion. His essays for exhibits 
he curated at Bannister have 
been published in New York 
and Copenhagen, and cited in 
the New York Times. An early 
believer in the potential of the 
Internet, he has had the gallery online since 1995. 
The Bannister Web site now provides both current 
information and archives of shows spanning the last 
decade. 
O’Malley has an MFA in sculpture from the 
Rinehart School, Maryland Institute, and a BFA in 
painting from the University of Massachusetts, Dart-
mouth. 
In his Web site message, O’Malley wished everyone 
well and said he was grateful for the trust granted 
him by the College and community of artists. He 
said he expects the next 25 years of exhibitions and 
events at RIC and Bannister Gallery to be even more 
remarkable and significant than the first.
Alexandra Broches has been named interim direc-
tor of Bannister Gallery. Broches, a fine art photogra-
pher, is a former adjunct faculty member at RIC and 
has been associated with Hera Gallery in Wakefield.
(Excerpted from a November 
2003 article celebrating Bannister 
Gallery’s 25th anniversary, written 
by Dennis O’Malley. The full text is 
on the gallery’s Web site.)
The Gallery was dedicated in 
1978 in honor of Edward Mitchell 
Bannister, a noted 19th century 
African American artist who was 
also influential in the society and 
culture of the Providence com-
— — — Memory and momentum — — —
munity of his time. Bannister is a 
significant figure in the history of 
American landscape painting and 
in the annals of social progress in 
this country for African Americans 
and other historically marginalized 
peoples. 
Exhibitions of fine art at RIC 
actually pre-date this 25-year 
period somewhat. Prior to 1978, 
exhibitions were presented at the 
Adams Library for at least 5 years. 
• Since November 1978, the 
Edward Mitchell Bannister Gallery 
at Rhode Island College has pre-
sented a yearly calendar of 8-10 
exhibitions of contemporary art by 
local, regional, and internation-
ally renowned artists. The gallery 
also hosts presentations by artists, 
curators, performance artists and 
other guest lecturers of note.
• The gallery was created by 
the Dept. of Art and was literally 
the center of the department for 
two decades until its relocation in 
September 2000 to the Roberts 
Hall/Nazarian Center for the Per-
forming Arts complex.
• The gallery has presented 
artworks in all traditional media, 
as well as more contemporary 
site specific, electronic, and video 
projects.  
• Exhibits are selected by Dept. 
of Art faculty members, who serve 
as exhibit curators from time to 
time on a revolving committee.
• Some components of the 
schedule are recurring: the annual 
October Series, organized by the 
dean’s office, Faculty of Arts and 
Bannister Gallery art facts…
Sciences; a biennial Bannister Se-
ries, focusing on African American 
artists; and the annual Faculty and 
Senior shows which begin and 
end each academic year.
• Exhibits are generally on 
display for 3 weeks and usually 
include a lecture visit by the artist 
or other related talks and events.  
• In 2002, the exhibit space was 
expanded to the adjacent hallway 
of the gallery with the installation 
of 140 square feet of glass display 
cases and other improvements 
provided through the auspices of 
the RIC Foundation. It is used as 
either an extension of the main 
exhibit or for separate shows of 
works on paper, photos, and small 
paintings.  
• Gallery programming is pre-
sented through the cooperation 
of the Dept. of Art Gallery Com-
mittee, the RIC Art Club, the Artist 
Co-Op, the Performing and Fine 
Arts Commission, the Committee 
for Lectures and Films, the Dean 
of the Faculty of Arts and Scienc-
es, the E.M. Bannister Society and 
the RIC Foundation.
B A N N I S T E R  G A L L E R Y
The year 1977-78 marks the con-
struction of first real “Gallery” as 
a purpose-built facility, with high 
quality track lighting, plywood 
lined walls, and its striking black 
tile floor. 
With a view to the spirit of the 
late 1970s, the inception of the 
gallery as the first such full-time 
exhibition space at RIC came at a 
turning point in American culture 
and education in general. Follow-
ing upon decades of traumatic 
civil, racial, and military strife, the 
establishment of the gallery signi-
fied not only a new commitment to 
the value of visual arts at the Col-
lege but also, in its dedication to 
Bannister, parallels a time where 
the wider culture acknowledged a 
more complex and inclusive vision 
of history, culture and values. 
This social change was also 
reflected within the art world 
and broader visual culture, as 
contemporary artists in general 
enjoyed greater freedoms and 
credibility. The spirit of the times 
was not specific to redressing the 
rights and recognition of African 
Americans alone, but to the rights 
and freedom of expression of all 
people.
Perhaps because of this back-
ground out of which the gallery 
“solidified,” and within the broad 
spectrum of exhibitions presented 
over the past 25 years, there may 
be found one recurring theme. 
This is, that visual art is a powerful 
and effective language with which 
to address issues beyond the pure-
ly aesthetic or formal and in ways 
which either epitomize or help us 
focus on important socio-political 
and philosophical problems.
“Selections from the Permanent Collec-
tion of the Art Dept.” 
will be shown through 
Feb. 24.
“New Works” by 
Sam Ames will be on 
display from March 
3-25. Ames, a RIC 
faculty member for 
over 30 years, will 
exhibit works created 
on a recent sabbatical 
leave. His artworks 
act as vehicles for ex-
amining the light and 
forms of the empirical 
world, and are also 
often infused with a 
wry humor alongside 
more arcane refer-
ences to the historical 
Coming up at Bannister…
Sam Ames - Melon, 2004, oil on canvas 
21 x 22 in.
issues of drawing and painting.
Gallery hours dur-
ing exhibits are Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday, 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Thursdays, noon - 9 
p.m. Closed weekends 
and holidays. Exhibits 
and events are free 
and all are welcome to 
attend. Accessible to 
persons with disabili-
ties.
For information on 
event dates and exhib-
it opening receptions, 
check the web site at 
www.ric.edu/Bannister/ 
or call 401-456-9765.
DENNIS O’MALLEY
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(Not Just) Academically Speaking
by P. William 
Hutchinson, 
Professor Emeritus/
Theatre
Reflections of an actor/teacher
Bennett-Speight… 
professionally speaking
The second-ever dean of the 
School of Social Works comes to 
RIC after chairing the social work 
dept. at Cabrini College in Penn-
sylvania, where she had worked 
since 1997. She is a licensed 
social worker and directed the 
University of Pennsylvania’s 
employee/staff assistance pro-
gram. She has been an adjunct 
professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania and a social work 
instructor at LaSalle University in 
Philadelphia. 
• Bennett-Speight received an 
award to support research on 
African-American mother-daugh-
ter relationships, and a fellow-
ship for meritorious achievement 
among doctoral students at 
Pennsylvania. She was also 
given an Outstanding Young 
Women of America certificate for 
service to the community.
• Her credits include a non-
published manuscript on African 
American mother-daughter re-
lationships, a book review in the 
Journal of Women and Social 
Work and presentations at The 
National Conference on Problem 
Gambling, The National Confer-
ence of the Society for Spiritual-
ity and Social Work, and The 
National Employee Assistance 
Program, among many others.
She holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity; a master of social work from 
Rutgers, the State University 
of New Jersey; and a doctor of 
social work from the University of 
Pennsylvania.
• At RIC, Bennett-Speight will 
have the rank of associate pro-
fessor of social work in addition 
to dean.
New dean 
Continued from page 1
School social workers are the 
all-purpose problem-solvers in the 
educational system. Their task list 
is long and varied: counseling, crisis 
intervention, community liaison, case 
management, teacher consultation, 
agency referrals, and mental health 
needs, to check off a few. Their train-
ing is, by neces-
sity, extensive.
Now, a new 
initiative led by 
RIC’s School 
of Social Work, 
the state Dept. 
of Educa-
tion (Office of 
Special Popula-
tions) and the 
Sherlock Center 
on Disabilities, 
is helping to 
raise awareness of the current issues 
faced by professionals involved in 
social work in local school systems.
The School Social Work Project, 
which began in the fall of 2004, was 
created to consult with state and 
local educational agencies in develop-
ing and implementing school social 
work programs. In addition, it offers 
professional development opportuni-
ties for current school social workers 
and those in training.
Another aspect of the project is 
helping those in the profession man-
age the system changes resulting from 
the educational reforms of the No 
Child Left Behind Act, which became 
law in 2002. “School social workers 
can play a significant role in im-
proving student, family, and faculty 
relationships, providing the expertise 
in implementing these changes,” 
said Pat (Manna) Beauchemin ’74, 
LICSW, coordinator of the School 
Social Work Project. 
Beauchemin, a social worker in 
the Barrington school dept., said the 
project also offers the “opportunity 
to fine tune the kind of preparation 
we do for students coming out of the 
MSW program and moving into the 
job market.”
Academically, the project has taken 
New project focuses on 
school social work issues
PAT BEAUCHEMIN
root in the School of Social Work, 
where Annmarie Mumm, LICSW, 
associate professor of social work, is 
developing a concentration in school 
social work, with a planned start 
date of fall 2006. In the process of 
researching other schools of social 
work for the concentration, she 
developed a new elective – SW 580: 
School Social Work – which debuted 
at RIC this semester.
“The course focuses on the role 
of social workers in school settings, 
with emphasis placed on the various 
roles school social workers play and 
the intervention strategies used,” 
said Mumm. The class is part of the 
MSW program, but is offered to 
both bachelor’s and master’s students 
as well as practitioners in the com-
munity.
The School Social Work Project 
will provide two continuing educa-
tion workshops this spring at the 
School of Social Work: “Attendance 
Work: An Evolving Area of Practice 
for School Social Workers in Family 
Court,” and “Transferring Clini-
cal Skills in a School Setting: Using 
a Solution-Focused Conversation 
Model.”
Funding for the project comes 
from the Rhode Island State Im-
provement Grant, a federal Dept. 
of Education award to the state to 
improve student performance and 
improve access to general education 
for children with disabilities. 
Beauchemin, who is also chair of 
the R.I. Coalition of School Social 
Workers, will be making presenta-
tions in conjunction with the School 
Social Work Project to local educa-
tion and community groups over the 
next several months. 
Of the project, Mumm said, “I 
think this is a very important next 
step for the School of Social Work 
as we look at our role in improving 
the place of social workers in school 
settings.”
“It’s a pilot in a sense,” said 
Beauchemin. “We’re pioneering this 
in a new direction.”
PORTRAYAL: Bill Hutchinson as Roger Williams.
Continued on page 13
In “The Revolutionist’s 
Handbook” appendix to G.B. 
Shaw’s play Man and Super-
man, we find the familiar 
maxim, “Those who can, do; 
those who can’t, teach.” 
As much as I am a devo-
tee of Shaw (in my 400-page 
PhD dissertation, I analyzed 
the professional religionists 
in 16 of Shaw’s plays), I do 
not for a moment believe 
the revolutionist’s maxim. 
In other words, the best 
actor in the world may also 
be the best teacher of act-
ing; but one should usually 
not become a teacher of 
acting because he or she 
has not been able to be successful on the stage 
or screen. 
The best teacher of acting may be the one who 
has not only studied the theories of acting – from 
Stanislavski to Meisner to Mamet, but who has 
also trod the boards, and who has known the 
successes and failures of playing all kinds of 
scenes or characters, who knows from experience 
what he or she is talking about, and who knows 
how to instruct and inspire beginning actors in 
the classroom the way she or he was first in-
spired.
Believing as I do that those who can act should 
continue to act and to teach acting, I have tried 
through my years of teaching to continue to 
study acting not only in the abstract, but also in 
performance. Having been acting and directing 
since the age of six, my first public recognition 
as a teenager came through the inspiration of an 
acting teacher who coached me in an award-win-
ning performance of Casey at the Bat (which I 
have continued to perform from time to time)! 
My love of acting continued in high school, col-
lege, seminary, and graduate school. 
When I first came to Rhode Island College, in 
1968, I sometimes appeared in cameo roles in 
mainstage productions on campus, or in one-act 
plays in the Little Theatre. Eventually, I was also 
cast in small roles in some of Trinity Repertory 
Company’s made-for-television films. 
Finally, in 1980, I was invited by the Rhode 
Island Committee for the Humanities to perform 
in a round-table discussion with five characters 
from Rhode Island history. I was asked to portray 
one of the wealthiest and most conservative pre-
Reaganites from the early 20th Century, Senator 
Nelson Aldrich! 
Thus began what was going to be not just 
an avocation, but a way that I would be able to 
continue my acting, while also being a teacher of 
acting. 
Over the past 25 years, I have portrayed Roger 
Williams, Clarence Darrow, Moses Brown, Henry 
David Thoreau, Thomas Jefferson, Oscar Wilde, 
Edgar Allan Poe, and George Berkeley. Former 
Bennett-Speight became aware 
of the dean’s position at RIC 
when a friend informed her of the 
opening posted in The Chronicle 
of Higher Education. She was 
impressed with 
the mission of the 
school, particu-
larly on the issues 
of public service 
and social justice. 
While interviewing 
for the job, she 
discovered that 
the school was 
“really an advo-
cate for change,” 
and that those 
who worked there 
were “living what 
they say.” Being 
a self-described 
social welfare 
policy historian, 
she thought it 
would be great to 
lead a school that 
focused on social 
welfare policy is-
sues.
Another aspect 
of the school that 
impressed her was 
the strong com-
mitment faculty 
and members of 
the institutes 
have made to the 
program. (The 
institutes include 
Case Management, 
Child Welfare and 
Poverty Institutes, 
all based at the 
School of Social 
Work.)
She cited Mil-
dred Bates and 
Lenore Olsen, 
chairs of the bach-
elor and master of 
social work depts. 
respectively, for 
the “outstanding” 
work they did 
while the school 
was between 
deans.
Bennett-Speight also said of Me-
trey, the school’s founding dean, 
that his were “not easy shoes to 
fill.”
She describes 
her management 
style as “collab-
oratively working 
with the group 
– the faculty and 
the institutes 
– pulling their 
expertise together 
and promoting it 
to the larger com-
munity.” Bennett-
Speight will not be 
a micromanager 
preferring a “much 
more collegial” 
approach, and 
welcoming all 
available input in 
helping her make 
decisions.
Her number one 
priority on the job 
is to establish an 
advisory board. 
Composed of 
key people in the 
community, the 
board will track 
important social 
and public issues 
locally.
In addition to 
providing counsel 
to the School of 
Social Work, board 
members will 
spread the word 
about the school 
and help promote 
its program. She 
plans to have this 
initiative in place 
by September.
RIC’s newest 
dean has been 
thrilled with the 
way she has been 
embraced by the 
entire College. “It’s 
exciting,” she said.
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FACES of RIC
This continuing series features RIC grads whose career paths have taken 
some unusual turns. 
Just how did RIC grad Giovanni Calise transform himself from a 
telecommunications student into a 
talent agent and television pro-
ducer?
It all started with a knee injury. 
The former RIC wrestler opened a 
local talent agency when he was no 
longer able to compete in wrestling 
matches. His production company 
produces two types of live, non-
traditional fashion shows and a 
locally broadcast reality TV series 
scheduled to air this month. He is 
also the producer of his own talent 
development service.
Calise, who has always been in-
terested in making 
and editing videos, 
found inspiration 
in a class at RIC: 
Advanced Digital 
Media Editing, 
taught by Tom 
Ohanian, a 1988 
RIC master’s 
grad and an ’02 
honorary degree 
recipient. Ohanian 
is also an Emmy 
award-winning 
filmmaker for his 
creation of the 
digital non-linear 
editing system, 
AVID Writing Me-
dia Composer.
“I got the most 
out of that class 
compared to any 
other throughout my entire college 
career,” Calise said. “I still email 
(Ohanian) every day for advice.”
While at RIC, his interests in the 
field of entertainment grew. He 
studied with Holly Hayes, Philip 
Palombo and Bonnie MacDonald, 
professors he said were also inspi-
rational. 
He said it is not the institu-
tion that makes a college, but the 
people working for it. “You can be 
at the best $40,000 school and not 
have that teacher willing to take 
that extra step,” Calise said. “At 
RIC, that is not the case.”
Outside the classroom, he was 
promoting local clubs, when a 
friend asked for help organizing a 
fashion show.
The idea of a traditional fash-
ion show was boring to Calise, 
so he designed a new genre by 
incorporating three simultane-
ous entertainment acts in a rock 
concert format. Singers and danc-
ers perform, while models walk 
down the runway. These shows are 
performed live in clubs.
This new eclectic fashion perfor-
mance evolved into his production 
company, Giovanni Presents. The 
company features two types of live 
shows, for different target audi-
ences. Fashion X is geared towards 
teens and shown in local clubs, 
while The Centra Show is for a 
wider audience.
In addition to scouting for local 
talent for his live shows, Calise 
wanted to help aspiring stars get 
the opportunity to be on stage. He 
created CENTRA Company, a talent 
development service to help indi-
viduals gain performance experi-
ence to add to their resume. 
His philoso-
phy on talent is 
one that evolved 
from his wres-
tling days. 
According to 
Calise, a person 
with a natural 
gift must also 
possess a sense 
of image, charis-
ma and a memo-
rable presenta-
tion in order to 
be successful. 
“You cannot see 
it and you can-
not describe it, 
they just have 
it,” he said.
He uses this 
philosophy in 
his live show 
auditions, talent scouting and for 
the cast of his upcoming Spotlight 
Reality series, airing on FOX 64 
Providence.
The series will run for eight 
weeks, and follows a cast of 10 
aspiring dancers, models and 
singers as each strives to achieve 
the dream of being an established 
performer.
“Television viewers will also get 
the chance to see what each tal-
ent’s life is like while at the same 
time get local color when they see 
familiar sights on local television,” 
said Calise. 
Calise said it is important for 
him to do this show in Rhode 
Island, since there is really no local 
avenue for aspiring talents. 
“You shouldn’t have to move to 
New York City to be successful in 
the business of entertainment,” he 
said.
Calise’s next goal is to produce 
shows for national television, right 
here in Rhode Island. And he will 
probably be calling on his mentors 
at Rhode Island College. 
 “Gym” is often described as 
the favorite class for the sports 
enthusiast – and the least enjoyed 
by those not so athletically in-
clined. A new program at Burrill-
ville High School appeals to both 
groups by combining recreation 
with logic through a new physical 
education program.
The Adventure Activity Cur-
riculum lets RIC physical edu-
cation student teachers act as 
facilitators at the high school to 
lead students through problem-
solving exercises. Robin Kirk-
wood Auld, assistant professor 
of health and physical education, 
supervises the program. 
The student teachers are part 
of Auld’s physical education 
classes that focus on outdoor 
activities and adventure learning 
as a new instruction method for 
physical education classes. 
Adventure learning is based 
on the concept that people learn 
most when they are actively 
involved in their learning, ac-
cording to the High 5 Adventure 
Learning Center, a leading educa-
tor in innovative teaching based 
in Vermont that trained the 
teachers at Burrillville High and 
helped institute the new program.
The goal of the program is to 
give students an opportunity to 
challenge themselves to try some-
thing new, work with others and 
understand the cognitive process 
that goes into solving a problem. 
With the focus on the students 
and their interaction with each 
other, the teacher takes a hands-
off approach to instruction. 
“The teacher takes a less con-
ventional role as a facilitator, 
allowing the students to solve the 
problem on their own,” said Auld, 
who supervises student teachers 
New adventures for RIC student 
teachers in Burrillville
by David Cranshaw ’05 
What’s News Intern
in physical education at RIC.
The new educational program 
was made possible by a recently 
awarded $100,000 grant from 
the Champlin Foundations to 
enhance the physical education 
program at Burrillville High. 
Funding also went for the addi-
tion of a climbing wall, a tower 
and high and low rope courses at 
the school.
As part of the program, the in-
structor will pose an open-ended 
problem that challenges a group 
of students to devise a way to, for 
example, navigate a ropes course, 
maneuver a team across an open 
pit, or construct a human bridge. 
Auld observed that students, 
who originally would only partici-
pate minimally in original phys-
ed classes, became leaders in the 
new projects, with obvious ben-
efits to their self-esteem.
Research shows that students 
do not know three-fourths of the 
students in their class, said Auld. 
The program allows students to 
interact with people they other-
wise may not have had an oppor-
tunity to become acquainted with, 
she added.
One of the most important 
aspects of the exercise is the 
debriefing session that follows 
each activity. This reflection al-
lows students to understand what 
happened during the activity and 
helps them relate the strategies 
and methods used in everyday 
life. It also gives the student 
teachers the ability to “pose ques-
tions at a much deeper level,” 
said Auld.
Project Adventure, the first 
program of this kind, began in 
1971 with the objective of provid-
ing leadership and team building 
skills in educational endeavors.
It now serves as a non-profit 
leader in adventure-based pro-
gramming for individuals, organi-
zations and communities.
TRUST ME: Students at Burrillville High School take part in a new Adventure 
Activity Curriculum that focuses on team building and problem solving skills. Here 
a student prepares to fall into a human safety net provided by her classmates.
GIOVANNI CALISE ’04
(Not Just) Academically Speaking 
Continued from page 12
students, who are now employed 
in their own theatrical profes-
sions, have collaborated with 
me on research and as script 
writers, costume designers, and 
wig-makers. In some instances, I 
have elaborated upon the original 
research and have modified the 
scripts accordingly. Now that I 
have retired from full-time teach-
ing, I have more time to market 
my historical characters and have 
also begun to contemplate re-
searching several new characters, 
who would not only challenge my 
acting abilities, but would also 
be of special interest to specific 
contemporary audiences or would 
speak to the current social milieu 
– or perhaps to acting or to the art 
of the theatre. 
In some respects, all good teach-
ers are noteworthy performing art-
ists. They do their research, they 
write and perform their scripts, 
they know how to improvise, and 
they know how to instruct and 
to entertain, and to inspire their 
classroom audiences. They also 
bask in the appreciation of their 
student audiences. In addition, 
there is the satisfaction of watch-
ing those students go forth and be-
come successful in their own right 
– as teachers, as lawyers, as busi-
ness men and women, or perhaps 
as performing artists. 
 G. B. Shaw’s Jack Tanner was in-
correct. Those who know well the 
art of their craft should continue 
both to practice that craft and to 
teach others the art of that craft. 
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Women of color at RIC – a look at the early years
During its first century, Rhode Island College count-ed among its students a 
small but steady number of wom-
en of color. Nearly all came from 
within the state, most often from 
Newport or Providence, cities with 
long established communities of 
African Americans. Others sought 
out the school specifically because 
of the equal educational opportu-
nity that it of-
fered. Based 
upon College 
records, the 
papers of Dr. 
Carl Russell 
Gross, and 
other mate-
rials found 
in Special 
Collections, 
I offer this 
glimpse into 
the years 
1890-1954. 
During this 
period the 
Normal 
School 
(1854) 
moved from 
Benefit 
Street (1879) 
to the area 
near the 
State House 
(1898) and 
evolved into 
Rhode Island 
College of 
Education 
(1920), and 
30 or so pio-
neers chose 
to study at 
RIC. 
First, 
however, it 
is useful to 
look at the 
larger picture 
of education, 
particularly 
in Rhode 
Island. Public 
education 
expanded 
during the 
19th century, and so did the need 
for teachers. The role of educator 
took on a growing professional-
ism. In 1839 Massachusetts es-
tablished the first public normal 
school; Rhode Island Normal 
School began in 1854. By 1872 
there were 101 normal schools in 
the United States, and by the end 
of the century nearly every state 
had its own institution for the for-
mal preparation of teachers.
Rhode Island has a history of 
segregation in its schools. Most 
teachers were white. Black teach-
ers taught at private schools for 
selected children. One of the first 
schools for children of color in the 
United States was established in 
Newport in 1763. Ten years later, 
Mary Brett kept a school, spon-
sored by the Church of England, 
where 30 black children learned to 
read and sew. In 1808 the Afri-
can Benevolent Society opened a 
school in Newport that was open 
to all. It lasted eight years. New-
port Gardner, an African who had 
purchased his own freedom after 
being tricked into slavery, provid-
ed the instruction. 
In 1819 the African Union Meet-
ing House and School Society 
began building a schoolhouse in 
Providence on land given by Moses 
Brown. It completed the project in 
1821. Another free school opened 
in 1820 on Middle Street. In 1828 
the city of Providence established 
its first separate school for African 
American children in the old brick 
schoolhouse on Meeting Street. 
By 1836, however, attendance had 
declined and ill feelings had arisen 
between the black community and 
the white male schoolmaster. A 
committee, called to investigate, 
put the blame on the community 
and recommended that the school 
be discontinued and that two 
schools with female teachers be 
established in the area. One took 
residence in the original building; 
the other opened on Pond Street 
in 1837. Until 1865 Providence 
reserved these two schools for 
children of color. 
Segregation did not prompt pro-
test until children of color began 
seeking secondary education and 
were denied entrance into the one 
public high school in Providence. 
In 1859 a bill to abolish segrega-
tion failed by two votes. Despite 
strong opposition, several people 
petitioned the General Assembly 
during the 1860s for the right to 
receive a high school education. 
On March 7, 1866 the General 
Assembly passed legislation that 
abolished separate schools and 
opened public school doors to 
every one. In matters of admis-
sion, it said, “No distinction shall 
be made on account of race or 
color.” Traditions were slow to 
change. As the black population 
grew in the Meeting Street neigh-
borhood, those whites who were 
left fled to other parts of the city. 
For years the two schools in the 
area remained practically all black. 
Eventually, however, the problem 
lessened as people began to live 
in less segregated neighborhoods. 
The old brick schoolhouse was 
discontinued in 1887. 
According to the Normal School 
Record of Students, 1871-1893, 
Rosa E. G. Hazard enrolled in 
September of 1871 at the age of 19 
years, 6 months and completed the 
program on June 28, 1872. Next to 
the name of her father, the Visi-
tor’s Register for her graduation 
day carries the annotation “first 
colored woman” to be graduated 
from RINS.” This was in fact not 
true. From the first class onward 
there had been other women of 
color, but their numbers were so 
small as to be easily forgotten. 
While public schools in Rhode 
Island remained segregated, these 
women learned how to teach. Their 
number increased with the turn of 
the century and escalated in the 
liberated era of the 1920s. In her 
autobiography Rose Butler Browne 
(class of 1919) speaks positively of 
her tenure at the school, but notes 
that the school was not free of rac-
ism. Overall, however, she felt that 
the prejudice of a few instructors 
was far outweighed by the good-
ness of others. 
Of the approximately 30 women 
of color who attended the college 
during the years 1890 through 
1955, 16 came from Providence, 
12 from Newport, one from East 
Providence, and one from New 
Bedford. Esther Abrams (1910) 
lived and taught in Providence. In 
1975 she received an MA degree 
from Columbia University. One 
of the more famous daughters of 
Providence was Nellie F. Occomy 
(1919) who also went on to receive 
a degree from Columbia. Taking 
the pen name of Nell Occomy, she 
worked for 10 years as a journalist 
as well as a teacher in New York 
City. Among other assignments 
she wrote for the Professional and 
Business Women’s Club and was 
elected editor in chief of Krinon, 
the official journal of the Phi Delta 
Kappa Sorority. In 1923 Enid Mac 
Nair S. Moore-Brown completed 
the junior kindergarten program 
and was one of 23 to receive a 
bachelor’s degree from Rhode Is-
land College of Education in 1926. 
Other Providence graduates were 
Mae Louise Adams (1932), Evelyn 
Harriet Wong King, the first Asian 
American (1933), Elsie Frances 
Hazard (1935), and Fannie Cecelia 
Tavares, the first Cape Verdean 
(1950). Newport residents included 
Dorothy Virginia Royall (1929) who 
retired from teaching in Wash-
ington, D.C. and Helen Catherine 
Himes (1933) who taught elemen-
tary reading until retirement in 
Pennsylvania. 
It was not unusual for more than 
one family member to attend the 
school. Louise Adeline Van Horne 
graduated in 1892 and became 
the first teacher of color in a local 
school in Newport. Her father, 
the Reverend Mahlon Van Horne 
of Newport was the first African 
American to serve in the Rhode 
Island legislature (1885, 1886, and 
1887) and the first to serve on the 
Newport School Committee (1873-
1892). He became pastor of the 
Union Congregational Church and 
continued there until 1896 when 
President McKinley appointed him 
U.S. Counsel to St. Thomas. For 
12 years he served on the Board 
of Examiners of the RINS and on 
its textbook committee. A letter 
of recommendation found in the 
archives indicates that Louise’s 
brother, M. Alonzo Van Horne, 
considered entering the Normal 
School, but there is no evidence of 
his attendance. He later graduated 
from Howard Medical School and 
became the first black dentist in 
Rhode Island.
Newport Cousins Ella (1923) and 
Marguerite G. (1927) completed 
their programs at RICE, where 
Mildred Virginia Hicks earned her 
bachelor’s degree in 1933. The 
1933 yearbook describes Mildred 
Hicks as “an earnest student 
but the possessor of a ready wit 
which she uses unsparingly.” Lelia 
Catherine Deon (1910) and Ethel 
Bernice (1931) Jackson lived and 
taught in Newport. Ethel went on 
to earn a master’s degree at RICE 
in 1945. Eleise Gertrude (1928) and 
Helen M. (1935) Speedwell came 
from Newport. Helen taught at the 
Thompson Middle School, which 
today offers to an eighth grader 
the Helen M. Speedwell Faculty 
Award for Excellence in Language 
Arts. 
Throughout this period women 
of color had difficulty getting 
hired as teachers in Rhode Island. 
A few found positions, usually in 
Newport or Providence, but many 
headed south or to other larger 
cities. When she completed her 
program in1890 Ida Anna Morgan 
waited for a local teaching appoint-
ment. When none came, she asked 
Booker T. Washington to come to 
Providence to talk with her father, 
and as a result she went to teach 
at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. 
Unsatisfied with the venture, she 
returned to Rhode Island where 
she worked as a tutor. She earned 
a degree at Pembroke in 1906 and 
took courses at Emerson College. 
She went on to become a social 
worker whose efforts were of par-
ticular value during World War I.
In 1933 there were three black 
public school teachers in the 
state, one in Pawtucket and two 
in Newport. Elizabeth Norman 
Johnson (1928) and Arline Marie 
Allston (1947) were among those 
teachers who left Newport for 
positions in other parts of the 
country. According to the descrip-
tion in her class yearbook, Lillian 
by Marlene Lopes, Special 
Collections Librarian and Associate 
Professor/James P. Adams Library
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Sometimes it takes more than one key to unlock a mystery. Such was the case in the iden-
tification of William Gross.
In an article that appeared last 
February in What’s News, I de-
scribed my search in the archives 
for the College’s first graduate 
of color. Along the way I scanned 
the pages of a scrapbook cre-
ated for exhibition at the 1898 
Chicago World’s Fair. Complete 
with photographs, memorabilia, 
and narrative, it documented the 
beginning and early years of the 
Rhode Island Normal School, one 
of the first public teacher training 
institutions in the United States. 
Gross appeared twice, in an unla-
beled posed grouping of men and 
women and, on the last page, in 
a solo portrait below which had 
been handwritten “William Gross, 
Janitor.” He caught my atten-
tion because the earliest African 
American image that I had en-
countered before his had been in a 
1929 RINS yearbook. Who was this 
man, I wondered, who stood with 
such dignity among members of 
the faculty?
The College archival records 
shed little light beyond verifica-
tion of his employment as the 
school’s janitor. They reveal, how-
ever, that on at least one occasion 
the Board of Trustees voted unani-
mously to raise his salary. That 
would have been the end of this 
story, were it not for the efforts 
of some friends of the College 
who came to the rescue. Working 
independently Ken Carlson, class 
of 1994 and reference archivist at 
the Rhode Island State Archives, 
and Roy Clements, retired campus 
police officer and genealogy en-
thusiast, combed through several 
years worth of state censuses, 
vital records, city directories, and 
online genealogical resources. 
What they uncovered not only 
by Marlene Lopes, Special 
Collections Librarian and Associate 
Professor/James P. Adams Library
— William Gross, Janitor —
shaped a biographical outline but 
also supplied clues that enabled 
me to make a vital connection. 
Here is what I learned.
William Henry Gross, the son 
of Andrew and Caroline Dorsey 
Gross, was born into a Baptist 
family in Baltimore, Maryland, 
most likely on October 20, 1857. 
Until he was well into his twenties, 
he lived with his family in Salem, 
Md. where it is recorded that he 
worked as a hostler (handler of 
horses) and a coachman. From 
there he went north to Rhode 
Island. In Providence, on Nov. 15, 
1884, he married Lena Lenora 
Smith (also of Baltimore origin).
The affection between William 
Gross and his wife can be seen 
in a letter, dated Oct. 18, 1886, 
and written by William to Lena 
who had gone to visit friends and 
to do some shopping in Cam-
bridge, Mass. “My Darling wife,” he 
writes, “I cannot say that I do not 
miss you for you are ever in my 
thoughts…But still I want you to 
stay and have a good time and not 
hurry away because I am lonesome 
for I am getting along nicely…in 
Bachelor Hall.”
Together the couple had five 
children: Edith May (Jan. 28, 1886); 
Carl Russell (July 24, 1888); Ethel 
Madeline (March 1, 1891); Wil-
liam Henry, Jr. (April 24, 1893); 
and Truman Woodyer (April 27, 
1898). The family lived on Potters 
Avenue for about a year and then 
settled on the East Side, taking 
residence in a number of Thayer 
Street houses. In 1893 when his 
photograph was taken for the RINS 
scrapbook, William Gross owned 
his home at 283 Thayer Street and 
had served as the school’s janitor 
for six years. In total his employ-
ment at the Normal School lasted 
for 25 years. He became janitor at 
the Thayer Street School, not far 
from his home, in 1901, and there 
he continued until his retirement 
in 1937 at the age of 80.
Lena Gross worked as a domes-
tic and served for a time as the 
assistant Sunday school superin-
tendent for the Congdon Street 
Baptist Church. William liked to 
sit on his porch and tell stories to 
children in the neighborhood. Both 
seem to have been active members 
of their community. Lena, at the 
age of 48, died at home on Jan. 22, 
1914. Shortly after his retirement 
William passed away and was bur-
ied alongside his wife at Oakland 
Cemetery in Cranston. 
Carl Russell Gross, their first-
born son, graduated from Howard 
University Medical School in 1913 
and immediately set up practice 
in Providence close to the family 
home. For decades he served as 
the primary physician to Rhode 
Island’s black community. By his 
own estimate, he delivered 1,500 
to 2,000 of its babies. He was well 
known in the community and 
widely acknowledged as one of its 
leaders. His civic and professional 
involvement included service on 
the State Tercentenary Committee, 
the presidency of the John Hope 
Association, advisor to the Provi-
dence District Nursing Associa-
tion, membership in the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews, 
and appointment to the Rhode Is-
land committee to the Mid Century 
White House Conference on Chil-
dren and Youth. 
Deeply interested in the history 
of African Americans in Rhode 
Island, he devoted much of his lat-
ter life to the research and writing 
of its history. “My first interest in 
history,” he explains in the intro-
duction to his work, “was at the 
age of ten, in 1898, when I could 
hardly wait for the Providence Eve-
ning Bulletin to arrive, my parents 
to finish reading it so I could cut 
out pictures of battleships to paste 
in my scrapbook.” At home he 
also learned about the history of 
people of color and the importance 
of its preservation. “There was a 
family scrapbook,” he continues, 
“containing articles mainly about 
the Negro which I read. Many old 
clippings have been transferred 
to my files, which have been a 
great source of interest in my later 
research.”
As a youth Dr. Gross tended the 
lawn of the Rhode Island Normal 
School, perhaps in the company 
of William, his father. On June 
6, 1970 Rhode Island College 
awarded him the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Humanities. After his 
death in 1971 his family donated 
his papers to the College. The Dr. 
Carl Russell Gross Papers, 1878-
1971 consist of six manuscript ver-
sions of his unpublished book, a 
subject file containing the research 
material used for his project, some 
family correspondence, and a 
small amount of personal material. 
A register describes the collection 
and aids in its use. 
Although we may never know 
much about the daily life of Wil-
liam Gross, it is obvious that like 
many of his generation he un-
dertook with dignity and pride 
the labors necessary for earning 
a living and supporting a family. 
To his children he passed on his 
values, including the importance of 
education, responsibility to one’s 
community, and a strong sense of 
cultural identity. Rhode Island Col-
lege today is richer because of the 
modest contribution of “William 
Gross, Janitor.”
Women of color 
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WILLIAM GROSS
Louise Triplett (1929) had many 
gifts, including “the ability to talk 
to large audiences with perfect 
poise.” She earned a graduate 
degree from RICE in 1934 before 
she also departed. Three Lingham 
sisters found success as teachers. 
Artemesia graduated from RICE in 
1922. Each of her sisters earned 
a bachelor’s degree at Pembroke. 
Estelle Lucynda went on to gradu-
ate studies in history at Howard 
University. Marguerite Jackson 
taught in New York before getting 
a graduate degree from Brown in 
1933. She later taught at Virginia 
State College.
Florence Thelma Butler, the sis-
ter of Rose Butler Browne (1919), 
acquired both her bachelor’s 
(1929) and master’s (1933) de-
grees from RICE. Unable to secure 
an in-state position, her 37-year 
teaching career began at a small, 
rural elementary school in Cum-
berland, Va. From 1941-1966 she 
trained teachers at Winston-Salem 
State University where she was 
appointed supervisor of elemen-
tary teacher training. In 1966 she 
retired, returned to Rhode Island, 
and took on child care work at 
Lakeside Home in Warwick. Marise 
Louise Michael (1951) went to 
Cleveland where she earned a 
master’s degree and began a career 
as a librarian. 
Charity Alberta Bailey was born 
and educated in Providence. After 
graduating from RICE in 1927 
she applied for a position in the 
Providence school system but was 
denied an appointment. Instead, 
at the invitation of its founder, 
she took a teaching position at the 
Palmer Memorial Institute in Seda-
lia, N.C. Later she taught at Spell-
man College and Atlanta Univer-
sity. In 1935 she returned north to 
New York City to head one of the 
WPA’s largest children’s music cen-
ters. She earned a diploma from 
the Dalcroze School of Music in 
1943. She studied piano at Julliard 
and spent a year in Haiti studying 
its folk music. She taught music at 
the Heathcote School in Scarsdale 
and, for 10 years, at the Little Red 
School House in Greenwich Village. 
For several years she taught music 
in after-school programs in New 
York City at her studio and at the 
Henry Street Settlement. A writer, 
musician, producer, and composer, 
as well as a teacher, she could ac-
company herself on piano, guitar, 
autoharp, and drums. She was 
featured on Sing a Song, one of the 
earliest television series for chil-
dren. She recorded for the Head-
start Program, conducted work-
shops at the Bank Street School of 
Education, and led music seminars 
for teachers at various colleges. 
In 1958 Rhode Island College 
awarded her an honorary master 
of education degree. It cited her 
for her service to children and de-
scribed her methods as “an inspi-
ration to teachers from many parts 
of the world.” Thousands of chil-
dren, parents, and teachers got to 
know her through the Once Upon a 
Day children’s program on Chan-
nel 13 in New York and through 
public television appearances. 
Charity Bailey taught children to 
experience music through exer-
cises that combined listening with 
physical movement; they learned 
as they participated. Her repertory 
consisted of hundreds of songs. 
She taught many future musicians, 
such as country blues player John 
Paul Hammond and Mary Travers 
of Peter, Paul, and Mary, who still 
pay tribute to her influence.
Some women of color attended 
the College but never earned a 
certificate or diploma. This was the 
case with Laurona Felton (1913-
1916) from New Bedford, Dorothy 
E. West (c. 1917), and Sarah Ham-
ilton (1916-1918) who were close 
to a graduation date. Perhaps they 
married and thereby lost their 
opportunity to teach in the public 
schools. Perhaps they were al-
ready teaching or had accepted an 
open position that did not require 
a degree or teaching certificate. 
Perhaps someday we will learn the 
rest of their stories.
Overall, the graduates of this 
period involved themselves with 
their communities in which they 
lived and took on roles of leader-
ship. Many became career educa-
tors; some made names for them-
selves in the black women’s club 
movement and the struggle for 
the woman’s right to vote. At the 
College they seemed to have little 
involvement in campus rituals 
and activities. During their years 
here they encountered no faculty 
members of color. This glimpse 
into their lives offers some insight, 
I hope, but for me it proffers many 
more questions. How many other 
stories await discovery in the ar-
chives?
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